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How to track the Issues this Session

and create an account by clicking "My TEO”
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From here, you can create bill lists of legislation you would like to follow and
create alerts that will notify you when a hill moves through the process. You
can also save your search terms for future use.




Tesas Legislature Goline ety bAY b3 CEMSEE  hesqin

o Dill Search
» Catanilnis ) [ <f=]

A coairbee:  [SlHaume Elsanate s type: [Z6 Elpn Oon Oe Do Soarch | 2k 12
O commatan
[ — ' wmareel_ - L o =T
Elpa=ary liongademmms primary Clemtsor sshum Oy Shaur N8sta Kast]
Fgr D and v
Ssenee ) = —— : 2 actgane
Type:  Epdrary Oient Ccosponnr st Spontpxgn gy

ﬁ 7 subfetn
Snms raiet Jlece

Lant Ackenamp o vme B rio

Actia Daie; On; | " Droimy Oromarma

Be sure the correct legislature (86') is selected
Search by author or subject
You can alsa limit search to legislation in certain committees
*  Note: committee assignments are not always intuitive
Quick search function in upper right corner, select session and enter bill number (i.e. $8 2014)

AWBD also provides legislative tracking materials on its website that are updated throughout

the session. Go to awbd-tx.org/wp/legislation/ for more information.
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LEGISLATION

£:nd current bills related to the water industry




Tips for Communicating with Legislators

. Be courteous.

. Introduce yourself and request to speak with the staff member
handling your issue.

. Explain why you are interested in the issue and how it affects
you.

. Speak clearly, slowly, and respectfully.

.Treat all staff with respect (regardless of age or experience
level). Legislators will assign policy matters to certain staff who
are charged with assembling constituent input.

Contact Methods:
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Consult the member’s official House or Senate webpage for contact information.
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|  Subjectto Change |

ASSOCIATION OF WATER BOARD DIRECTORS - TEXAS
LEGISLATIVE PRINCIPLES

85th REGULAR SESSION
(2017)

1. AWBD supports the efficient and effective
daily operation of water districts. Water districts
provide essential water, wastewater and drainage
utility setvice and other setvices to millions of
Texans.

2. AWBD suppotts the consetvation of the
state’s water resources. AWBD suppozts local
control in implementing water consetvation
measutes; AWBD opposes state mandates
regarding water conservation. AWBD suppotts
broader authority for water districts to
implement mandatory water consetvation
measures for their customets.

3. AWBD supports the development of water
resources and innovative systems to treat, reuse
and recycle water; including but not limited to
desalination, aquifer storage and recovery (ASR),
and off channel storage.

4. AWBD suppozts the existing tules and
regulations for water reuse and recycling. AWBD
opposes any new regulatory scheme that alters or
limits the existing authotity to teuse and tecycle
watet.

5. AWBD supports statutes and Texas
Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ)
Rules that allow water districts the option to use
the principles of “low impact development.”

6. AWBD supports the responsible oversight
of water districts by the TCEQ. AWBD
supports efforts to ensure that all types of watet
districts ate subject to TCEQ rules relating to
the issuance and feasibility of bonds. AWBD
supports the continued oversight of all water
district related functions by the TCEQ.

7. AWBD supports TCEQ user fees that are
directly propottional to the costs of setvices to
the water districts utilizing the setvices.

8. AWBD supports the current legal
relationship between municipalities and water
districts. AWBD opposes any diminution of a
water district’s tight to be created or to opetate
within the jurisdiction of a municipality.

9. AWBD supports the cutrent legal
relationship between counties and water districts.
AWBD opposes any new authority of counties
to regulate water districts or the development of
property in a water district, except that AWBD
suppotts the authortity of counties to requite
within the boundaties of a water district: 1)
connection to a centralized water and sewer
system; if) that water, sewer, drainage and road
facilities be designed and consttucted to
reasonable county standards; and iii) the
provision of adequate fire suppression facilities.

10. AWBD opposes any effort to shift
responsibility of maintenance for road ot related
facilities from counties to water districts.

11. AWBD opposes legislation that would allow
nontaxable users, including independent school
districts, to avoid paying water district charges
and fees, including charges and fees for
construction, installation, ot inspection of a tap
or connection to district facilities.

12. AWBD supportts the financial independence
of water districts. AWBD opposes any limitation
on a water district’s authority to (i) incur debt
and levy taxes, subject to voter authotization as
may be required by existing law; (ii) adopt all



necessaty fees ot charges for water and sanitary
sewet setvices; and (iii) provide other statutorily
authorized setvices.

13. AWBD suppotts the development of parks
and recreational facilities by water districts. The
establishment of parks and greenbelts is an
important tool to conserve the state’s natural
resoutces.

14. AWBD opposes any legislation that would
reduce or limit the governmental immunity of
water distticts; provided, however that AWBD
suppotts the ability of water districtsand thitd
parties, including other local governments, to
contract with each other and enforce such
conttacts.

15. AWBD opposes any further restrictions on
the number of uniform elections dates.

16. AWBD supportts legislation to allow water
districts the option to conduct theit own
elections to provide in-district polling places to
voters.

17. AWBD suppotts a water disttict’s right to
contract for tax collections and opposes any
mandate to centralize the tax collection process.
AWBD opposes mandated revenue caps.
AWBD suppotts the existing truth in taxation
laws for water districts.

18. AWBD supports the development of an
internet presence by water districts for the
putpose of providing irformation to watet
district customers and taxpayers.




